Prevalence of cochlear implants in postlingually deafened adults in a Swedish region.
Cochlear implantation (CI) rates vary between countries, depending on identification routines and economic restrictions. The present study aimed at determining the prevalence of CIs in postlingually deafened, aged 20-69 years old, in Göteborg, Sweden. Three patient databases with information on PTA, a questionnaire, medical records and consultations identified 88 subjects with sensorineural hearing loss >/=80 dB HL (PTA of 500, 1000, 3000 Hz), PB word score of </=30% (better ear), regular use of hearing-aid, and oral language. The prevalence of CIs was 11.8 per 100 000 population, and of subjects fulfilling the audiometric candidacy criteria 18.6 per 100 000. The mean PTA (op. ear) of subjects awaiting operation was 97 dB HL (SD 12.3), and of already implanted subjects 106 dB HL (SD 10.2). Mean PB word score was 9% (SD 8.9) and 3% (SD 4.9) respectively. Subjects awaiting operation had significantly better residual hearing, emphasizing recent changes in candidacy criteria. Comparing with prevalence from other countries demonstrated that more patients could be candidates for cochlear implantation.